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Distinguished Guests on the stage, students of the British
Columbia Institute of Technology and the Dongeui Institute of

Technology, Friends and Family, Ladies and Gentlemen:
Welcome to this Convocation Ceremony ...... an important
celebration.

Today we are recognizing the achievements of students from
the British Columbia Institute of Technology International Joint
Diploma Program in Computing System Technology. This is the
most significant and important event for our students — when
we offer our congratulations to the successful students who will
soon step forward to this stage to be presented with their hard-
earned and well-deserved BCIT credential- the students who
have proven that they are worthy of the BCIT Diploma.

Graduates, the pride and hope and joy here today in this room
are clear. And yes, so is the relief! The credit goes to you today
— praise for your hard work and determination, for the long
hours of study, and the successful completion of tough
assignments, and of course the examinations. Congratulations
to each of you on your achievements.

But there are others here today who also deserve special
recognition. They are your classmates who worked alongside of
you and shared with you. And there are those who work at many
jobs across this Institute to create and operate a great place for
learning. And perhaps most importantly is your family whose
support has been so important for your success — | ask the
graduates to stand up and honour then with thank and
applause, for the many people who helped you along the way.

To be a teacher is a rich and rewarding gift... and an enormous
responsibility. Your teachers work with you, help you, and share
their knowledge. They inspire you, they motivate you.
Sometimes it is done with gentle encouragement and
sometimes with pressure and tough challenges — they care
deeply that you do your best.

We cannot know where a teacher’s influence truly ends. While
it begins in the classroom with the interaction between
instructor and student and seemingly culminates with the
awarding of the credential, that influence continues long after
the books are closed and the laptops are shut down. At this
time, | would like to acknowledge the Faculty and recognize
them for their dedication and commitment to excellence in
teaching and learning.
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We have every confidence that with your credential from the
British Columbia Institute of Technology you will “do good” and
be successful in the world of business, industry and commerce.
| also urge you to apply what you have learned to the benefit of
your community. We are all responsible for the world we live in,
for its environment and its citizens. Act with your skills and
your heart to maintain and enrich society. Do not take your
privilege of education for granted - use the knowledge and
experience you have gained in your studies. Go forth and “do
good” as a contributor in your neighborhood, in your city and
across your country.

Graduates, as you convocate today, you will receive a pin that
when worn indicates that you are a graduate of BCIT. It is the
BCIT Alumni pin and shows that you have become one of more
than 150,000 alumni across the globe. | hope you will take the
opportunity to participate in the Alumni Association.

And now, as a BCIT graduate at the diploma level, the
opportunity to articulate into the degree program at BCIT in
Canada is before you.

| urge you to consider your interests and capabilities. Consider
the potential to add to your skills and competitive advantage
through further studies at BCIT in Canada. Whether
immediately, or later as you progress in your career, BCIT
invites your application to continue your studies to the degree
level and beyond in Vancouver, Canada. We will be here for you
as Canada’s premier polytechnic institute.

Congratulations to all of you, and welcome to a world of
opportunity as a graduate of the British Columbia Institute of
Technology.

Thank you!
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